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PRELIMINARY CORRIDOR STUDY 
ALABAMA S.R. 167 & 52 

COFFEE, DALE, AND GENEVA COUNTIES,  
BIORESOURCES PROJECT NO. WL22-470 

 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
BioResources, LLC was retained by SAIN Associates, Inc.  for the purpose of evaluating the 
Alabama S.R. 167 and 52 corridors for the presence of Waters of the U.S. (wetlands and streams 
under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)) and federally listed 
species.  This evaluation will provide useful information for planning improvements to both 
highways.  Fieldwork was performed in June 2022.   
   
The study area consists of approximately 25 miles of S.R. 167 from its intersection 
with U.S. 84 in Enterprise to the Florida state line (Coffee, Dale, and Geneva Counties) and 
approximately 11 miles of S.R. 52 from Geneva to Hartford (Geneva County). The corridor 
evaluated included approximately 600 feet on both sides of each highway.   

 
 

2.  WATERS OF THE U.S. 
 

2.1 Identification of Waters of the U.S.   

Identification of all Waters of the U.S. was conducted according to current federal guidance.  
(Clean Water Act Jurisdiction Following the U.S. Supreme Court's Decision in Rapanos v. 
United States & Carabell v. United States (December 2, 2008)).  In addition, delineation of 
wetlands was conducted according to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual 
(1987) and the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: 
Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region (Version 2.0) (2010).  Mapping of Waters of the U.S. 
and related features was provided digitally in .kmz and GIS formats.   
 
 
2.2 Jurisdictional Wetlands 

Many jurisdictional wetlands were identified in the study area.  Areas identified as wetlands met 
the three parameter definition of wetlands (vegetation, soils, and hydrology).  They were mapped 
in red in the digital constraints mapping.   
 

2.3 Jurisdictional Streams  

Numerous jurisdictional streams were identified in the study area.  Each stream was classified by 
hydrology.  Perennial streams were mapped in blue; intermittent streams were mapped in light 
blue.  No ephemeral streams were observed in the study area.    
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2.4 Deepwater Habitats  

Impoundments found in the study area would be classified as deepwater habitats.  Most 
commonly, these features were embankment ponds that were constructed from the impoundment 
of a jurisdictional stream.  These features are Waters of the U.S., but are considered to be “low 
quality” and typically do not require mitigation when impacted.  Deepwater habitats are mapped 
in orange.   
 

2.5 Jurisdictional Ditches  

Four jurisdictional ditches were observed within the study area (three on the north side of S.R. 52 
and one on the east side of S.R. 167).  These ditches are constructed, but provide a hydrologic 
connection between other jurisdictional features.  These features are Waters of the U.S., but are 
considered to be “low quality;” however, wetland mitigation credits are typically required when 
they are impacted.  Jurisdictional ditches are mapped in yellow.   
 

2.6 Non-jurisdictional Water Features (Not Waters of the U.S.)  

Several non-jurisdictional water features were observed throughout the study area.  Most of these 
are isolated features that have no hydrologic connection to other Waters of the U.S.  Some of 
them are wet areas that lack the vegetation, soils, or hydrology to be considered wetland.   They 
have been included in the constraints mapping in pink.  Although they are not jurisdictional at 
this time, their presence should be noted in case future federal guidance results in them being 
considered Waters of the U.S.  
 

3.  PROTECTED SPECIES 
 
The project site was evaluated for the presence or absence of appropriate habitat for federally 
listed species.  A survey of habitats was conducted throughout the corridor.  The USFWS IPaC 
lists eight federally endangered and threatened species as possible protected inhabitants of the 
project site (Table 1).  One state listed species (Gopher tortoise) has been included for discussion 
due to its close association with a federally threatened species (Eastern indigo snake). 
 
Wood storks are not known to breed in the state of Alabama.  Following the breeding season 
individuals disperse from rookeries in eastern Georgia to forage in shallow standing water 
wetlands throughout the Atlantic and Gulf coastal plains of the southeastern U.S. (Nature Serve; 
79 FR pgs 37077-37103, 2014).  Wood storks are not known to forage within the study area.  No 
wood storks were observed on or near the study area.  However, open water wetlands and 
shallow ponds within the study area should be considered potential suitable habitat.  
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Table 1.  Potential Threatened and Endangered Species at the Project Site from IPaC. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal Status 

Wood stork (bird) Mycteria americana Threatened 

Eastern indigo snake (reptile) Drymarchon corais couperi Threatened 

Gopher tortoise (reptile) Gopherus polyphemus Candidate 

Gulf sturgeon (fish) Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi Threatened 

Choctaw bean (mussel) Villosa choctawensis Endangered 

Fuzzy pigtoe (mussel) Pleurobema strodeanum Threatened 

Southern kidneyshell (mussel) Ptychobranchus jonesi Endangered 

Southern sandshell (mussel) Hamiota australis Threatened 

Tapered pigtoe (mussel) Fusconaia burkei Threatened 

 
Gopher tortoises are federally listed as Threatened west of the Mobile and Tombigbee Rivers; 
east of the Mobile and Tombigbee Rivers (including the corridor study area), they are not 
federally listed.  However, throughout Alabama, the gopher tortoise is a state protected non-
game wildlife species with no authorized taking allowed, and personal possession only allowed 
by permit.  Their burrows are known to provide refugia to federally listed species, including the 
Threatened eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon corais couperi).  Burrows typically occur in 
sandy soils in non-wetland areas.  No gopher tortoises, gopher tortoise burrows, or eastern indigo 
snakes were observed.  Detailed surveys are recommended once alternatives have been 
developed. 
 
All the protected aquatic species require large streams or rivers with sand, gravel, or gravel-
cobble substrates to survive and reproduce; the Choctawhatchee River is the only waterbody in 
the study area that could provide adequate habitat to the protected species.  The Choctawhatchee 
River at the S.R. 167 crossing is recognized as Critical Habitat for all of the aquatic species 
(attached IPaC report); the river at the S.R. 52 crossing is not recognized as Critical Habitat 
(attached IPaC report).  Impacts to the protected species and their aquatic habitat could be 
avoided if the river was spanned  
 
 



Project Location

Figure 1: Vicinity Map
Alabama S.R. 167 & 52 Corridor Study

Enterprise, Alabama to Florida State Line
Source: National Map Viewer

BioResources Project No. WL22-470
Approximate Scale: 1” = 25 miles 
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